Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council
17 Graveney Close, Cliffe Woods, Rochester, Kent ME3 8LB

@ 01634 566166
“B clerk@cliffeandcliffewoods-pc.gov.uk

Parish Clerks: Mrs Alex Jack, Clerk/PO, Mrs Helen Symmons, Clerk/RFO and Miss
Sarah O’'Donoghue, Assistant Clerk

Minutes of the meeting of Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council held on Thursday 17th July 2025, 7.30 pm at the
Emmanuel Centre, Cliffe Woods ME3 8HX.

PC MINUTES

Councillors Present: Barry Dibble (Chair), Robert Wyatt (Vice Chair), David Bishop, Peter Clements, Joan Darwell, Fred
Harper, Chris Fribbins, Ken Kentell, Sue McDermid and Vivienne Walton

Council Staff Present:  Alex Jack, Clerk/PO, Helen Symmons, Clerk/RFO and Sarah O’Donoghue, Assistant Clerk
Also Present: Two members of public until the end of Public Participation

Prior to the meeting, one Minute’s Silence was observed in memory of past Councillor Tom Fenney.

162 Apologies for Absence
Clirs: Sandra Fenney, Ray Letheren and Jim Wenban

The reasons for absence were given and following a proposal (Clir Wyatt, seconded Clir Bishop) Council
RESOLVED to accept the apologies.

Apologies were also noted from Medway Clirs Turpin and Williams
Clir Faith Eyers was absent.

163 Declarations of Interest
Clirs Fribbins, Harper, McDermid, Walton— Cliffe Woods Community Association
Clirs Bishop, Fribbins, Kentell, Walton — Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Community Trust
Clir Darwell — Cliffe Memorial Hall
Clirs Kentell, Harper — Cliffe Bowls Club
Clir Kentell — wHoo Cares Short Mat Bowls Club

164 Co-option — Currently two vacancies for Cliffe Woods Ward.
No interest has been received. It was felt that a recruitment drive should take place after the summer to fill
the spaces.

165 Public Participation (Members of the public can put questions to the Parish Council and raise issues, (30 minutes

mayx, limit of 10 minutes per person).

Representations were made regarding the planned road closure due to commence 28t July 2025 and the
unsuitability and disruption to the whole area and isolation of the villages. The Chairman provided an
update of all the representation the Council and Medway Ward Councillors have been making on behalf of
residents. At the end of the agenda item a report came in that the permit had been revoked and further
discussions would now take place to try and find a workable solution.

Two members of public left the meeting.

166 Approval of Minutes of Meeting held on 19/06/25.

Following a proposal (Clir Bishop, seconded Clir Walton) Council RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted
and were duly signed by the Chairman.

167 Update of matters from previous Minutes
167.1 Previously deferred decision regarding venue of ordinary meetings.
Clir Darwell proposed the matter be deferred again. There was no seconder.
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Following extensive discussion by all Councillors present, it was proposed (Clir Bishop, seconded Clir
Harper) to hold Summer meetings in Cliffe Woods and then alternate Winter meetings between Cliffe and
Cliffe Woods. The proposal was lost following the Chairman’s casting vote.

The Parish Clerk will ascertain venue availability of St Helen’s House during winter months and viability of
changing the Classic Car meeting dates in the Summer.

167.2 To consider recess of full Council meetings.

Following a proposal (ClIr Dibble, seconded Clir Walton) Council RESOLVED to not hold full Council
meetings in December from now on.

Report: Clerks
The RFO gave an update regarding savings accounts and also the administration of pension re-enrolment.

Report: Chair (Clir B Dibble)
The Chair had nothing to report as items were covered within the agenda.

Report: Finance & General Purposes (presented by Clir Wyatt)
The F&GP committee meeting on 08/07/25 had been cancelled.

a) To be agreed or noted by full Council

i) Bank reconciliation May 2025
Proposed Clir Wyatt, seconded Clir Bishop RESOLVED

i) Receipts and payments for June 2025
Proposed Clir Wyatt, seconded Clir Bishop RESOLVED

iii) Budget v Actuals Quarter 1 - NOTED

iv) Audit improvements for 2025/26 re new Assertion 10
Proposed Clir Wyatt, seconded Clir Bishop RESOLVED

v) Quote for additional solar light for Cliffe Woods car park — NOTED that the Clerk was awaiting a
quote which would be presented to F&GP Committee in due course.

vi) Grant application from CWCA Christmas Pantomime — following discussion and following a
proposal (Cllr Kentell, seconded ClIr Wyatt) Council RESOLVED to provide a grant of £1,500
from Village Event donations budget. Clirs Fribbins, Harper, McDermid & Walton took no
part in this agenda item

vii) Grant application KSS Air Ambulance — following discussion and following a proposal (Clir
Wyatt, seconded ClIr Harper) Council RESOLVED to provide a S.137 Grant of £500

viii) It was NOTED that ideally additional members are required for the F&GP Committee and
Councillors were asked to consider this.

b) Other items of note (no decisions required)
i) AGAR documents submitted to Mazars - NOTED
i) Unity Trust & CCLA update — NOTED
iii) Rialtas improvements - NOTED

Report: Planning Committee (ClIr Fribbins)

The Planning Committee met 26/06/2025. Clir Fribbins had provided a comprehensive report on the
agenda and provided a verbal overview at the meeting. Council was also advised of an additional
application received since the planning meeting, but this presented no issue as was an amendment to an
original application. Council NOTED the comprehensive report. It was highlighted that S106 contribution
for sporting facilities in Cliffe Woods may now increase substantially and the S106 Officer will attend to
speak with Council in August.

Report: Council Assets — includes Allotments, Play Areas, Changing Rooms, Bus Shelter, Car Park
and Buttway.

An issue was raised regarding Cliffe Woods carpark litter bins and rubbish which the Clerk confirmed she
had addressed with the contractor. It was noted that overgrown vegetation is developing on adjacent land
to the carpark and the Clerk will advise residents that this is their responsibility.

The Clerk highlighted the recent electricity bill issue regarding the Changing rooms but advised a solution is
being considered.

172.1 Clir Clements raised an allotment access issue particularly when events are taking place on the
adjoining land. Costs will be obtained by the Clerk and presented to F&GP Committee with regard to the
Council providing posts and a sign from which the allotment tenants will hang a chain (which they will
provide) to prevent parking inhibiting access to the allotments. Parking should be added to the events
pack.

Report: Other Committees/Panel



173.1
173.2
173.3

174
174 .1

174.2

174.3

174.4

174.5

174.6

174.7

174.8

175

Footpaths and Common Land — Issues have been reported to the dedicated Footpath Officer at Medway.
Personnel Panel — nothing to report

Social and Digital Media — once the Minutes of the PPG (see agenda item 12.7) have been circulated, then
the Council will publish confirmation of the Higham surgery arrangements.

Report: Other Bodies

Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Community Trust — Clirs Bishop/Fribbins/Kentell/Walton

Clir Kentell gave an update on the land being sold.

Cliffe Woods Community Association — Clirs Fribbins/Walton/Harper/McDermid

Clir Walton provided an update on events and the hope to engage more younger residents. It has been
encouraging that new residents are becoming involved with the Centre.

Cliffe Memorial Hall — Clir Darwell

An update was provided on events and the kitchen refurbishment.

Brett’s Liaison - Clirs Darwell/Fribbins/Kentell/Letheren/McDermid/Wenban
Nothing to report.

Rural Liaison Committee - Clir Wyatt

It was confirmed how important the Local Plan will be to the rural area.
Kent Association of Local Council (KALC) (Medway) — no current representatives have come forward

The slides following attendance by Clirs Dibble and Fribbins at the EGM had been circulated.

Patient Participation Group (Cliffe/Cliffe Woods/Higham/Wainscott) —Clirs Fenney/McDermid

Clir McDermid had attended a meeting that afternoon where it was confirmed that there will be no reduction
to service despite the Higham Surgery having to close due to the expensive upkeep of the building. It was

recognised the need for the Memory Café is great and therefore 2 informal drop in sessions will be
introduced in addition to the full Café sessions.

Events
No report received.

Other Reports — to be handed to the Clerk for the next meeting on 21/08/25 at the Emmanuel Centre,
Cliffe Woods.

Meeting closed at 21.45.

H Symmons, Clerk/RFO 22/07/2025

Signed as a true record of proceedings:




