CLIFFE AND CLIFFE WOODS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held at Cliffe Woods Primary School

Thursday 06 November 2008

PRESENT 

Councillors C Fribbins (Vice Chair – in chair for this meeting),  M Emblin, J Keates, G Moore, 

M Smith, L Wicks

Mr G Meeser (Parish Clerk)

The meeting opened at 7.30 pm.

	NO
	
	ITEM
	ACTION BY

	1.0
	
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors K Kentell (holiday), T Copsey (illness), J Corrigan (work), 

D Cunningham (illness), J Darwell (illness), J Wenban (work). Accepted.  
	

	2.0
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None
	

	3.0
	
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes of meeting held on 02 October 2008 approved as presented
	

	4.0
	
	MATTERS ARISING
	

	
	4.1
	Resignation: Cllr Lesley Parker (See October item 2.0)

See item 6.2 below
	

	
	4.2
	Tidying of Land in Front of Village Club (See October item 5.1):

Clerk contacted Medway Council in early October, pointing out that this was fourth request and requesting formal acknowledgement. Nothing received, and area still not cleared. Formal written complaint has now been sent to Chief Executive. Situation to  be monitored
	Clerk 

	
	4.3
	Local Transport Plan (See October item 5.3):

Mr Mark Johnson of Medway Council has advised that there has been “positive comments from government”,  but no formal announcement as yet. “Two year short term position” due to be publicised shortly. Mr Johnson undertook to make contact again when further information to hand. Situation to be monitored
	Clerk 

	
	4.4
	Thamesside Terminal: Meeting with Mr David Harris of Medway Council (See Octoer item 5.5):

Cllr Wicks has not yet set up this meeting – still required
	Cllr Wicks

	
	4.5
	Children's Play Area, Cliffe: Roundabout bearings (See October item 5.8):

No report due to absence of Cllr Wenban. To be carried forward to December meeting
	Cllr Wenban

	
	4.6
	Rubbish Storage Container (See October item 5.10):

No report due to absence of Cllr Wenban. To be carried forward to December meeting
	Cllr Wenban

	
	4.7 
	B2000 Road Campaign: Meeting between Campaign Group and Mr Shawyer (Road Safety Action Officer, Medway Council) (See October item 5.12):

Meeting duly took place. A number of items due to be listed and Mr Shawyer will come back with a “display”, which will hopefully be presented at a public meeting in Cliffe Woods  in late November 2008
	

	
	4.8
	Cliffe Memorial Hall [CMH]: Request for Grant Funding (See October item 5.13):

Cheque has been drawn
	

	
	4.9
	Repairs to Chairman's  Computer (See October item 5.20):

Repairs effected and small additional expenditure approved by FGPC. Cheque has been drawn
	

	
	4.10
	Allotments: Remedial Work to Trees (See October item 5.20):

Cllr Keates reported that work has been satisfactorily completed
	

	
	4.11
	Speedwatch: Medway Council Phil Filmer's Members' Allowance Pledge (See October item 6.0)

See item 6.3.2 below
	

	
	4.12 
	Street Cleansing Services (See October item 8.1.1):

Medway Council duly advised that Parish Council does not wish to take on this role
	

	
	4:13
	Cliffe Woods Parish Youth Club: Proposal to Establish Children's Playground in Cliffe Woods (see October item 8.1.3):

Youth Club duly advised of Parish Council's position
	

	
	4.14
	Painting of Cliffe Woods Youth Shelter (see October item 8.1.4)

Internal and external painting has been completed. Cheque has been drawn. Cllr Keates advised that an article on Youth Shelter is due to be published in forthcoming Peninsula Times
	

	
	4.15
	Upgrading of Children's Playground in Cliffe (see October item 8.1.5):

Lindsay Hartney duly advised that Cllr Janet Keates is project co-ordinator

See also item 8.3 below
	

	
	4.16
	Rubbish Following Football games (see October item 9.2):

Cllr Keates/Caretaker to monitor situation
	

	
	4.17
	Clothing and Safety Equipment (see October item 9.3):

Cllr Keates advised that all items received and currently being stored pending sorting
	Cllr Keates

	
	4.18
	Transfer of Funds from Reserve Account to Investment Account (see October item 10.1):

Matter deferred because ex-Cllr Parker/Cllr Cunningham account signatory substitution not yet finalised (See item 4.21 below).  To be pursued in due course 
	Clerk 

	
	4.19
	Rural Liaison Fund: Clarification/Confirmation of “Bidding Decisions” at September meeting (See October item 10.2):

Mr Peter Bown at Medway Council duly advised that original bids to stand. Update on RLF bids requested – to be pursued
	Clerk 

	
	4.20
	Request for Future Help with Transport Costs: Cllrs Darwell and Moore (see October item 10.5):

Cllr Moore confirmed Cllr Darwell's advice to Clerk earlier in month that they wish to withdraw request for financial help
	

	
	4.21
	Authorised Cheque and Account Signatories List (see October item 10.6):

See item 7.2 below
	

	
	4.22
	Removal of Broken/Defunct Electricity Pylon on Cliffe Recreation Ground (See October item 11.4)

EdF contacted early October but long delay in acknowledgement and identification of departmental responsibility. Matter now apparently in hand – to be pursued
	Clerk 

	
	4.23
	Footpath RS87: Rubbish not Cleared Following Maintenance Work (See October item 13.0):

Medway Council inspected path in early November and advised that all in order
	

	
	4.24
	Cliffe Woods Car Park: Litter/Broken Glass Left After Recycling Bins Removed (see October item 14.0):

Cllr Keates recommended this matter be held in abeyance until return from holiday of Cllr Kentell, as he has reportedly had some involvement in this issue. Clerk confirmed that Cllr Kentell has been in touch with relevant authorities at Medway Council 
	Cllr Keates

&

Cllr Kentell

	
	4.25
	Traffic Islands and Marker Poles Outside Evening Star Public House (see October item 18.1)

Installations were temporarily removed at EdF's request to facilitate cable laying. Medway Council confirmed that replacement scheduled, but were advised that absence of these installations constituted Health & Safety hazard. Have subsequently been re-installed 
	

	
	4.26
	Village Club: Request for Reinstatement of Ground  Damaged by Delivery Vehicles (see October item 18.3):

Letter sent to Secretary of club in early October – no acknowledgement or reply received. Cllr Keates advised that tarmac has been laid at entrance togate, but major problem (deep rut adjacent to Ball Court) has not been tackled. Fresh letter to be sent to club
	Clerk 

	
	4.27
	Proposed New Thames Estuary Airport: Letter of Objection to Mayor of London (see October item 18.4):

Cllr Fribbins advised that this letter not yet sent, as proposal/issue needs time to “settle down”
	Cllr Fribbins

	5.0
	
	ADJOURNMENT

No items
	

	6.0
	
	REPORT (CLERK)
	

	
	6.1
	Correspondence
	

	
	
	6.1.1 No: 0811/02

From:  Managing Director, Southend Airport

Subject:   Low-flying airport over Cliffe (see June minutes item 16.5)
	

	
	
	No: 08/11/08

From: Open Spaces Society

Subject: Appeal for funds to support legal action

Matter considered at FGPC meeting 04/11/08 – donation not approved
	

	
	6.2
	Cllr Lesley Parker's Resignation (see October item 2.0)
	 

	
	
	6.2.1 Suitable letter was duly sent to Cllr Parker (copied to Parish Cllrs by e-mail).
	

	
	
	6.2.2  “Official” vacancy notices currently being displayed on parish noticeboards plus two newsagents plus both doctors' surgeries. Deadline date for claiming of bye-election is 04/11/08. Clerk to check position with Electoral Services, and if no election claimed, “co-option invitation” notices to be substituted
	Clerk

	
	6.3.
	Speedwatch
	

	
	
	6.3.1 Rural Kent Magazine Article:

Clerk read out article supplied by Mr Paul Hornibrook, Clerk at Denton-with-Wootton Parish Council. Cllr Smith commented that speed restriction signs through Cliffe Woods need to be displayed further up (and down) the B2000. Cllr Wicks commented that there are a variety of solutions to these traffic problems, each having their own advantages and disadvantages – no ideal solution. He recommended that Parish Council continues to work with B2000 Action Group wherever appropriate
	

	
	
	6.3.2 Medway Council Phil Filmer's Members' Allowance Pledge (See item 4.10 above):

In response to enquiry, Cllr Filmer confirmed that offer still stands. Chairman subsequently requested Clerk to speak to his counterpart at High Halstow PC to guage possible interest in entering into Speedwatch partnership with this parish. Roxana Brammer, Clerk to High Halstow and Frindsbury PCs, advised that partnership had been in process of being set up between High Halstow, Frindsbury, and two other Peninsula PCs, but had not got off ground owing to various problems. Mrs Brammer also advised that there is currently some differences of opinion as to who should man the “speedwatch point” -- police or civilian volunteers.

Clerk to check with PCSO Sue Fill re whether any suitable locations for Speedwatch points have been identified in this parish 
	Clerk

	
	6.4
	Revision of Standing Orders:

Clerk advised that revision of Standing Orders (including Financial Regulations) considerably overdue, and sought “steer” on methodology. Clerk to prepare suggested amendments and email document to all councillors for scrutiny. Matter to be discussed as agenda item at December 2008 meeting
	Clerk

	7.0
	
	REPORT – FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES
	

	
	7.1
	Payments by cheque

The following cheque payments were approved:

#2074 - £434.78

G Meeser, Parish Clerk 

Salary and Expenses – October 2008

#2075 - £272.58

D Clark, Caretaker 

Wages and Expenses – October 2008

#2076 - £144.00

HM Revenue & Customs 

PAYE deductions – October 2008

#2077 - £91.00

Society of Local Council Clerks 

Renewal of membership subscription

#2078 - £694.61

Cliffe Memorial Hall Management Committee 

Rural Liaison Fund grant

#2079 - £11.89

Shaw & Sons Ltd 

Stationery

#2080 - £84.00

Black Cat PC Services 

Computer repairs

#2081 - £1,100.00

Marvellous Murals 

Painting of Cliffe Woods Youth Shelter

#2082 - £270.00 (Cllr Fribbins declared an interest)

Cliffe Woods Parish Youth Club 

Refund of rental paid to CWCA
	

	
	7.2
	Bank Accounts – Change of Signatories

Relevant forms have now been signed by Clerk + Cllrs Kentell, Fribbins and Wicks.  Not yet signed by Cllr Cunningham. Clerk to contact Cllr Cunningham and deliver forms to her for signature. Cllr Cunningham to hand in Natwest forms at Strood branch together with suitable identification, and Clerk to despatch NS&I form once Cllr Cunningham's signature obtained
	Clerk 

& 

Cllr Cunningham 

	
	7.2
	Current Financial Position – General Report:

Cllr Wicks briefly summarised monthly report provided by Clerk at FGPC meeting 4/11/08
	

	
	7.3
	Appointment of New Caretaker: Mr Dave Clark 

Cllrs Corrigan and Keates had confirmed at FGPC meeting 04/11/08 that all appointment documentation being processed. In view of periodic previous service with Council, Mr Clark's commencing rate of pay to be set at £5.90 per hour (higher than statutory minimum wage) with review after six months subject to satisfactory performance.

At FGPC meeting on 04/11/08 rate of £5.80 had been recommended, but enhancement as above now approved – Proposed by Cllr Keates, seconded by Cllr Moore.

FGPC had also approved monthly working month for Mr Clark of 50 hours, with  minimum of ten hours per week, spread over seven days per week.

Pending finalisation of documentation, Clerk to draft “Letter of Intent” to Mr Clark and submit ito Cllr Corrigan for scrutiny and approval before sending
	Clerk

Cllr Corrigan

Cllr Keates

	
	7.4
	Date of Next Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting:

Tuesday 02 December 2008, Cliffe Woods Primary School, 8pm
	FGPC

	8.0
	
	REPORT – RECREATION GROUND AND ALLOTMENTS
	

	
	8.1
	Allotments

No report
	

	
	8.2
	New Recreation Area

No report
	

	
	8.3
	Children's Play Area

Cllr Keates gave detailed report of her recent public meeting involving the Cliffe Children's Committee [CCC] and an unpleasant incident in which she had been verbally abused and threatened by a person associated with (but not part of)  said committee. 

CCC has been concerned with the safety matting in the playground. They have been assured that it is inspected on a regular basis, and although it is coming to the end of life it is not unsafe. Toddlers do need to be supervised when in the playground. 
Cllr Fribbins gave account of his contact with CCC and stated that he had spoken to them from two different angles: firstly as Vice-Chair of Parish Council, publicly, with view to co-operation and possible co-working with them (or any other similar group) with interest in playground; and, privately, regarding the incident involving Cllr Keates. 
Understandably Janet will not work with the CCC following the meeting and the information that they are putting on their WEB site regarding safety and implying inaction on behalf of the Parish. 
Cllr. Fribbins is attempting to correct the information and see if a future working relationship is possible.
Cllr Keates reported on high cost of replacement playground equipment – around £92,000, considerably beyond current resources of the Parish Council --  and  news that application for grant from Biffa has been turned down on grounds of over-subscription.

It was suggested that as a “scaled down” project (necessary in view of  cost factor), improvement of only one area of  playground and its dedication to a particular age group, might be worthy of consideration. Cllr Wicks asked Cllr Keates to let him have sight of  relevant equipment catalogues currently in Cllr Keates's possession. 
	Cllr Keates

&

Cllr Wicks

	
	8.4
	Recreation Ground

No report
	

	9.0
	
	REPORT - PLANNING
	

	
	9.1
	Planning applications: Cllr Fribbins presented the following planning applications with proposed comments and they were approved:

9.1.1 MC2008/1741 

RSPB Cliffe Pools, Salt Lane, Cliffe

Construction of access road and car park with associated works for Nature Reserve.

No objection
	

	
	
	9.1.2 MC2008/1746 

18 Higham Road Cliffe 

Retrospective application for construction of a new vehicular crossover and hardstanding.

No objection
	

	
	9.2
	Date of next Planning Committee Meeting:  

 Wednesday 26 November 2008, Cliffe Woods Primary School, 8pm
	Planning Committee

	10.0
	
	REPORT – FOOTPATHS AND COMMONLAND

No report
	

	11.0
	
	REPORT – CLIFFE WOODS CAR PARK 

No report
	

	12.0
	
	REPORT – RURAL LIAISON

Cllr Emblin expressed disappointment that no plans or drawings were available at  recent meeting held by Land Securities on “Chattenden Project”, and that certain impractical transport solutions were informally proposed. Generally agreed that a close watch needs to be kept on this project
	

	13.0
	
	REPORT – KALC
	

	
	13.1
	Resignation of Clive Powell, KALC Local Councils Adviser:

Mr Powell leaving KALC on 24/12/08. “Goodbye and Good Luck” card to be sent on behalf of Parish Council 
	Clerk 

	14.0
	
	REPORT – OTHER BODIES

· Cllrs Fribbins, Wicks and Darwell attended  recent meeting of the B2000 Action Group

· Cllrs Fribbins, Kentell, Keates and Emblin attended recent liaison meeting with Bretts

Minutes of Bretts meeting to be circulated to all Parish Councillors
	Clerk

	15.0
	
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	15.1
	Date of January 2009 Meeting:

As first Thursday of January falls on New Year's Day, meeting for that month to be held on Thursday  08 January 
	All

 (to note) 

	
	15.2
	Refreshments for December 2008 Meeting:

Clerk to arrange
	Clerk 


The meeting closed at 9.25 pm.

gm 07/11/08

NEXT MEETING:

THURSDAY 04 DECEMBER 2008, CLIFFE SMALL MEMORIAL HALL, 7.30PM

