
             

 
Minutes of the meeting of Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council held on Thursday 16th October 2025, 
7.30 pm at the Emmanuel Centre, Cliffe Woods ME3 8HX 
 

PC MINUTES 
 

Councillors present:  Barry Dibble (Chair), Robert Wyatt (Vice Chair), Peter Clements, Chris Fribbins, 
Fred Harper, Ken Kentell, Sue McDermid, Vivienne Walton 

 
Council staff present: Alex Jack, Clerk/PO 
 
Others present: 3 members of the public 

 
202  Apologies for Absence 

Cllrs. D Bishop, J Darwell, R Letheren, J Wenban sent apologies.  Reasons for absence were 
given and it was proposed by Cllr R Wyatt, seconded by Cllr S McDermid that apologies be 
accepted, all agreed.  Cllr F Eyers was absent. 

203 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
204 

 Declarations of Interest  
Cllrs. C Fribbins, K Kentell, V Walton – Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Community Trust 
Cllrs. C Fribbins, F Harper, S McDermid, V Walton – Cliffe Wood Community Association 
Cllr K Kentell – Cliffe Bowls Club, wHoo Cares Short Mat Bowls Club 
 
Public Participation 
Fiona Leadley and John Hutchins from Medway Council Greenspaces attend to discuss a S106 
contribution received to be allocated for sports facilities in Cliffe Woods.  Various options were 
discussed with Councillors including suggestions of a MUGA and improvements to the changing 
rooms at Cliffe Woods recreation ground, owned by Medway Council.  Officers intend to make 
further enquiries with the appropriate departments within Medway Council and a survey of years 5 
and 6 students at the schools in Cliffe Woods was also proposed. Further development will be 
advised as received. The Chair thanked them for attending the meeting and both officers left at 
8pm. 
 
Co-option – Currently three vacancies; two for Cliffe Woods Ward, one for Cliffe Village 
Ward. 
Harry Johnson attended for co-option and, following discussions, was co-opted to the Cliffe 
Village ward.  Acceptance of Office form was signed and Cllr H Johnson joined the meeting.  
Clerk will advise Medway Council accordingly and forward DPI once received. 

205  Approval of Minutes of Meeting held on 18/09/2025 
Proposed by Cllr R Wyatt, seconded by Cllr S McDermid, 6 in favour, 3 abstentions, carried. 

206  Report: Clerk 
Clerk advised hall bookings would need to be made for next year’s meetings and it was agreed to 
hold the next Annual Parish Meeting in Cliffe Woods at the newly refurbished Community Centre. 

207  Report: Chair (Cllr B Dibble) 
a) Chair advised that following a recent resignation, further members are required for the 

F&GP Committee. 
b) Remembrance Day service will be on Sunday 9th November, 10am, St Helen’s Church 

where the wreath will be laid on behalf of the community and all are welcome to attend. 
c) The Parish Council were sorry to accept the resignation from the Assistant Clerk due to 

personal reasons and the vacancy was now being advertised. 
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 Report: Finance & General Purposes (Cllr R Wyatt) 
The F&GP committee met on 09/09/2025 at St Helen’s House, Cliffe and Cllr R Wyatt gave a 
verbal overview of the following - 

a) Recommendations to full Council: 
i) Bank Reconciliation for August 2025, proposed Cllr R Wyatt. seconded Cllr V Walton, 

all agreed. 
ii) Receipts and Payments for August 2025, proposed Cllr R Wyatt, seconded Cllr V 

Walton, all agreed. 
iii) Grant request of £500 from Clife Memorial Hall for Guy Fawkes event, proposed by 

Cllr R Wyatt, seconded by Cllr H Johnson, all agreed. 
iv) Annual grant of £1,500 for the Emmanuel Centre, Cliffe Woods to be used towards the 

charities they support, to come from the 2024/25 budget reserves this year.  Proposed 
by Cllr R Wyatt, seconded by Cllr F Harper, all agreed pending further discussions 
with the elders. 

b) Other items of note (no decisions required): 
i) AGAR 2024/25 was signed off by the external auditor with no matters raised and the 

Completion Notice published – noted. 
ii) Allotments water leakage claim rejected by Southern Water despite further clarification 

– noted. 
iii) Remembrance Day wreath purchased £53.50 – noted. 
iv) Annual grants: CWCA £5000, Cliffe Memorial Hall £5000, St Helen’s Church £1500 to 

be paid – noted. 
v) Replacement tree planting in Cliffe – Cllr R Wyatt advised he will follow up with 

company who produced the tree survey and can now commence – noted. 
vi) Option to investigate using a car park management company for Cliffe Woods car park 

and the recreation area at The Buttway was discussed and deemed not viable. 
vii) Assistant Clerk vacancy advertised – noted under Chair report. 
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Report: Planning Committee (Cllr C Fribbins) 
The planning committee meeting on 25/9 was cancelled.  Cllr Fribbins gave a verbal overview on 
the applications received since and issues below.  
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Applications received 
a) MC/25/2004 – 4 Woodside Green, Cliffe Woods ME3 8JZ - Construction of single storey 

extension to front and first floor extension to rear.  No comment required. 
b) MC/25/1971 – 4 Woodside Green, Cliffe Woods ME3 8 JZ – Application for a Lawful 

Development Certificate (proposed) for construction of a single storey extension to rear.  
No comment required. 

Ongoing developments/issues 
a) Trenport – 250 dwellings, Land to the East & West of Church St, Cliffe –  No meeting 

arranged, nothing further. 
b) S106 Sporting facilities in Cliffe Woods – Awaiting response from Medway Council re 

decision on how funding to be used following Parish Council suggestion of MUGA and 
refurbished changing rooms on recreation ground.  See report at Public Participation. 

c) Redrow 1 – Onsite meeting held with Parish Councillors to discuss site access and tree 
issues.  Statements to be received from Redrow for website so residents can receive 
advance information in the future.  Site entrance for workforce changed due to further 
house building commenced at original site entrance point. 

d) Homes England proposal for former Chattenden Barracks - Pre planning consultation 
exhibition held 26/2 attended by Planning Chair.  Agreed to monitor development. Further 
online consultation planned. 

e) Medway Local Plan 2041 – Reg. 19 Consultation. There did not appear to be any new 
development proposed (later checks identified new site erroneously described as SR4 150 
dwellings North Little Church Rd, west of Town Rd, Cliffe Woods.  Land ‘extends’ Redrow 
site up to Lillechurch Rd).  Medway Council to look at submissions and advise changes. 

f) One way system between Cliffe and Cliffe Woods and Higham, this is a Gravesham 
proposal to introduce one-way system around Higham and Cliffe Woods (Gore Green Rd 
towards Higham only and Lower Rochester Rd away from Higham to B2000/Town Rd).  It 
is linked to an expansion of activities at Hoo Junction/Canal Rd.  No formal consultation 
with the parish, no further details or comments raised, to be monitored. 

g) Development site at bottom of B2000/Lower Rochester Rd (Frindsbuy Extra Parish) 
The outline/access only application has now been submitted. The views of the Parish 
Council are known - the highways impact on the A289 Wainscott Bypass (from and to 



London) exacerbate an already heavily congested junction in the morning and evening 
peak as well as Hollywood Lane/Brompton Farm Rd and especially the Four Elms 
Roundabout (primary access for our residents to the Hoo Peninsula and Medway Tunnel). 
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213.8 

Cliffe Woods Car Park Resurfacing Project 
Cllrs. C Fribbins and F Harper agreed to join the Working Party to be set up.  No other volunteers 
currently.  It was raised that an expert consultant would need to be engaged to commence the 
project.  Cllr C Fribbins will liaise with Volker Highways and other contacts he has from similar 
projects. 
 
Report: Council Assets – includes Allotments, Play Areas, Changing Rooms, Bus Shelter, Car 
Park and Buttway (Cllrs. P Clements, R Wyatt, Clerk/PO) 

a) It was reported that a drain has heaved in Cliffe Woods car park and part of the boundary 
kerbing dropped causing a trip hazard.  Clerk/PO will contact Volker Highways for a quote 
to repair and advise Medway Council as the kerbing is on their land. 

b) Cllr F Harper reported he had cleared the large bush from behind a property in Dorchester 
Close which was restricting parking.  Residents had been contacted, both by leaflet and 
personally, to ask for vegetation/weed clearance from their land, but to no avail.  Rubbish 
continues to remain below the weeds and around the car park boundaries.  Clerk/PO will 
contact Norse and ask that this please be removed and request additional weed 
clearance. 

 
Report: Other Committees/Panel 
Footpaths and Common Land (Cllr R Wyatt) 
A resident reported RS118 had been deliberately blocked, this was reported to Stacey McGregor 
at Medway Council but remains blocked as of meeting date. 
Personnel Panel (Cllrs. V Walton, J Wenban, R Wyatt) - No report. 
Social and Digital Media (Cllrs. D Bishop, C Fribbins) - No report. 
 
Report: Other Bodies 
Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Community Trust (Cllrs. D Bishop. C Fribbins, K Kentell, V Walton) 
It was reported the Trust are looking to extend Trustees and the sale of the land to the Nursery at 
the Esquire 1 development has nearly completed. 
Cliffe Woods Community Association (Cllr V Walton) 
It was reported the hall refurbishment has nearly completed.  The tickets for the Christmas 
pantomime are selling well.  
Cliffe Memorial Hall (Cllr J Darwell) - No report. 
Brett’s Liaison (Cllrs. J Darwell, C Fribbins, K Kentell, R Letheren, S McDermid, J Wenban) - No 
report. 
Rural Liaison Committee (Cllr R Wyatt) - No report. 
Kent Association of Local Council (KALC) (Medway) (Cllr K Kentell) 
Cllr C Fribbins attended an online meeting on 14/10 regarding the Medway Transport Plan and 
issues reported were roads and the under use of buses. 
Patient Participation Group (Cliffe/Cliffe Woods/Higham/Wainscott) (Cllr S McDermid) 
It was reported that there had been a meeting on 16/10 and Minutes would be sent to the Parish 
Council in due course.  A decision from the ICB on Higham Surgery is awaited.  The next Memory 
Café will be on 11/12. 
Events - No report. 
 
Other Reports – to be handed to the Clerk for next meeting 20/11/2025 at Emmanuel Centre, 
Cliffe Woods. 
 

The meeting closed at 21.35 and the Chair thanked everyone for attending. 
 

Alex Jack, Clerk/PO, 20/10/2025 

 

Signed as a true record of proceedings: 
 
 
Chair ………………………………………..                         Date ………………………………                                                        

 



   

 


