Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council
17 Graveney Close, Cliffe Woods, Rochester, Kent ME3 8LB

& 01634 566166
‘B clerk@cliffeandcliffewoods-pc.gov.uk

Mrs Alex Jack, Clerk/PO, Mrs Helen Symmons, Clerk/RFO
and Miss Sarah O’'Donoghue, Assistant Clerk

Minutes of the meeting of Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council held on Thursday 21st August 2025
7.30pm at the Emmanuel Centre, Cliffe Woods ME3 8HX.

PC MINUTES
Councillors present: Barry Dibble (Chair), Robert Wyatt (Vice Chair), David Bishop, Peter Clements,
Joan Darwell, Faith Eyers, Fred Harper, Ken Kentell, Sue McDermid, Jim
Wenban,
Council staff present: Alex Jack, Clerk/PO, Sarah O’Donoghue, Assistant Clerk
Also present: One member of the public
176. Apologies for Absence

Clirs. C Fribbins, S Fenney, R Letheren, V Walton sent apologies.
Reasons for absence were given, and it was proposed by Clir Wyatt,
seconded by Clir Darwell that apologies be accepted, ALL AGREED.

177. Declarations of Interest
Clirs. D Bishop, K Kentell - Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Community Trust
Clir J Darwell — Cliffe Memorial Hall
Clir K Kentell — Cliffe Bowls Club
Clirs. F Harper, S McDermid — Cliffe Woods Community Association

178. Co-option — Currently two vacancies for Cliffe Woods Ward.
No interest has been received. It was felt that active recruitment
efforts should be undertaken after the summer to fill these vacancies.

179. Approval of Minutes of Meeting held on 17/07/2025.

Clir McDermid raised a change to item 174.7, to read “Clir McDermid had attended a meeting that
afternoon where it was confirmed that there will be no reduction to service if the Higham Surgery
has to close due to the expensive upkeep of the building. It was recognised the need for the
Memory Café is great and therefore 2 informal drop-in sessions will be introduced in addition to
the full Café sessions.” Following a proposal (Cllir Wyatt, seconded Clir Wenban) Council
RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted subject to the amendment and were duly signed by the
Chairman.
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180. Update Of Matters From Previous Meetings

180.1 A petition from residents of Cliffe and Cliffe Woods requesting Parish Council meetings to
alternate betwéen both villages was noted with signatures from 32 households in Cliffe and 3 in
Cliffe Woods. A lengthy discussion took place regarding alternate venues. The small memorial hall
in Cliffe, the Scout hut, and The Hive of Cliffe were all deemed unsuitable. St Helen’s House was
considered but the clash with the classic car in summer deemed it unviable due to parking.

Following extensive discussion by all Councillors present, it was proposed by Clir Darwell
(seconded by ClIr Eyers) as a counter proposal that organisers of the Classic Car show be asked
to move their event to a different Thursday so the parish council can alternate meetings monthly
between Cliffe Woods Emmanuel Centre and Cliffe St Helens House. This proposal received
three in favour, four against and one abstention, NOT CARRIED.

181. Report: Clerks
The Clerk/PO and Assistant Clerk had nothing to report.

182. Report: Chair (Clir B Dibble)
The Chair had nothing to report as items were covered within the agenda.
183. Report: Finance & General Purposes (Clir R Wyatt)

The F&GP committee met on 12/08/25 at St Helen’s House, Cliffe.

a) Recommendations to full Council from F&GP Committee

i) Bank Reconciliation for June 2025; proposed ClIr Wyatt, seconded Clir
Wenban RESOLVED.

i) Receipts and Payments for July 2025; proposed ClIr Wyatt, seconded Clir
McDermid RESOLVED.

iii) Quote for installation of additional solar light at Cliffe Woods car park from
Structural Steel Consultancy Ltd for £572.21 + VAT, proposed Clir Wyatt,
seconded Clir Wenban RESOLVED.

iv) Quote for installation of CHS Bollard at Cliffe Recreation Ground from Structural Steel
Consultancy Ltd for £130 + VAT; Proposed Clir Wyatt, seconded Clir Wenban
RESOLVED.

v) Annual review of pitch fees - NOTED that Assistant Clerk to present pitch fees
comparison report and pitch usage data at September F&GP Meeting to assist in
addressing current deficit. Rugby representatives invited to attend.

vi) IT Policy - Vote deferred to next meeting pending further amendments.

vii) Replacement noticeboard at The Buttway, Cliffe — NOTED that Assistant Clerk
contacted local men’s shed, awaiting quote. Clir Darwell noted that she will contact
Brett's regarding sponsorship of board.

b) Other items of note (no decisions required):
i) Asset disposal of 2 x non-working laptops held in the storage room NOTED.
i) Allotment water leak repaired, and leakage allowance claimed NOTED.
i) Damaged posts at The Buttway to be assessed for repair NOTED.

184. Report: Planning Committee (Clir C Fribbins)
The planning committee met on 31/07/2025. In the absence of the planning chair, Clir F Harper
gave a verbal overview of the applications below.



184.1 Applications Received

a)

f)

MC/25/1347 - 8 New Rd, Cliffe ME3 7SL - Construction of a single storey
extension to side incorporating existing with dormers to rear/front to form a
habitable loft space to be used as an annexe. Comment sent: Medway
Council Planning to ensure this use is tied to the main building and not
separate usage.

MC/25/1362 — Land South of Woodview House, Perry Hill, Cliffe ME3 7TX —
Application for permission in principle for the construction of a minimum of one
and a maximum of three self-build residential units. Comment: No objection.
MC/25/1359 — Land South of Buckland Rd, Cliffe Woods - Application for a non
material amendment on planning application MC/23/053 to change only plots
32-42. Comment: No issues.

MC/25/1473 - Ashlyns, Mortimers Ave, Cliffe Woods ME3 8JT - Alteration and
extension to existing dwelling. Comment: No issues.

MC/25/1456 — 10 Hilton Rd, Cliffe Woods ME3 8LA - Application for a non
material amendment on planning application MC/24/1924 to change in reduction
in the width of the outbuilding. Comment: No issues.

MC/25/1404 — Land at Town Rd, Town Rd, Cliffe Woods - Details pursuant to
condition 24 (CEMP) on planning permission MC/19/0287 —. Details pursuant.
Comment: No issues.

184.2 Applications received after the meeting

a)

MC/25/1523 — St Helen’s Church, Buttway La, Cliffe - Construction of single
storey part rear extension to provide enclosed porch and toilets for the church.
Comment: No issues.

184.3 Ongoing developments/issues

a)

b)

j)

k)

Trenport — 250 dwellings, Land to the East & West of Church St, Cliffe —
No meeting arranged, nothing further.

S106 Sporting facilities in Cliffe Woods — Awaiting response from Medway
Council re decision on how funding to be used following Parish Council
suggestion of MUGA and refurbished changing rooms on recreation ground.
Officers plan to attend a Parish Council meeting to discuss further.

Redrow 2 — Development approved by Medway Council. No further information.
Esquire 1 —- Woodlands, Town Rd, Cliffe Woods — Onsite meeting held re
issues with bordering trees/planning commitments — see MC/25/0917.

Esquire 2 — 68 homes, Land South of View Rd, Cliffe Woods — Nothing
further.

Esquire 3 — 25 homes, Land off View Rd, Cliffe Woods — Nothing further
Neighbourhood Plan — Effectiveness of the Plan was tested on a major
application which is Trenport and Medway did not apply all the NP policies.
Homes England proposal for former Chattenden Barracks - Pre planning
consultation exhibition held 26/2 attended by Planning Chair. Agreed to monitor
development. Further online consultation planned.

Medway Local Plan 2014 — Reg. 19 Consultation. Any feedback required
ASAP for a response before 11/8. There did not appear to be any new
development proposed (later checks identified new site erroneously described
as SR4 150 dwellings North Little Church Rd, west of Town Rd, Cliffe Woods.
Land ‘extends’ Redrow site up to Lillechurch Rd).

Gravesham Planning proposing to introduce one-way system around Higham
and Cliffe Woods (Gore Green Rd towards Higham only and Lower Rochester
Rd away from Higham to B2000/Town Rd). No formal consultation with the
parish, no further details to be monitored.

SGN gas works and Town Rd closure — works postponed, awaiting new date
— ClIr B Dibble advised that an alternative diversion was still to be decided.



184.4 Alliance of Hoo Peninsular Parishes (AHPP) Clir B Dibble provided an overview of the
AHPP and its objectives. It was noted that a response to the Local Plan had been submitted to
Medway Council by AHPP, which did not include Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council as the
council is not part of the Alliance. Clir Fribbins, Planning Chair, submitted the Parish Council’s
own response before 11 August deadline.

184.5 Clir Darwell reported receipt of a letter from a resident concerning a convoy of HGV'’s
turning on Millcroft road in Cliffe. It was noted that the road is clearly marked as unsuitable for
HGVs. It was further noted that the closure of Cooling Road due to a sink hole until 2 September
is likely contributing to disruption. Clir Dibble noted the matter and confirmed that the letter has
been sent to Ward Councillors (Clir G Etheridge, Clir J Williams, and Clir E Turpin).

185. Report: Council Assets — includes Allotments, Play Areas, Changing Rooms, Bus Shelter, Car
Park, and Buttway (Clirs. P Clements, R Wyatt, Clerk/PO, Assistant Clerk)

Clir Harper raised again the issue of litter and overgrown vegetation on land adjacent to Cliffe
Woods Car Park. It was noted that the Parish Council had previously written to residents advising
the land is their responsibility, however the situation has not improved. Clir Harper to speak with
residents to find resolution.

It was reported that Clir Wyatt repainted the Norwood Corner bus shelter, the parish council
expressed thanks for his work.

The issue of Allotments access during events was re-raised by Clir Clements. It was noted that
the F&GP committee considered the post and chain proposal but did not recommend it due to
impracticality. It was suggested that the Parish Council speak with football and rugby clubs to
seek a solution.

186. Report: Other Committees/Panel

186.1 Footpaths and Common Land: It was reported that no response was received from Medway
Footpath Officer regarding issues. Clir Wyatt to chase.

186.2 Personnel Panel: nothing to report.

186.3 Social and Digital Media: ClIr Bishop noted he would draft a simplified version of the open
letter from Highparks Medical Practice for the Parish Council website. The draft will be sent to the
Highpark’s Practice manager for approval before posting.

187. Report: Other Bodies
187.1_Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Community Trust (Clirs. D Bishop. C Fribbins, K Kentell, V Walton)
Grant requested and proportionate contribution made.
187.2 Cliffe Woods Community Association (Clir V Walton)
Clir Harper reported that decorating of Cliffe Woods Community centre is underway, with A/C units
to be installed in September, and new chairs and tables purchased. Noted there is no monthly quiz
night in August; quiz nights will resume in September. Upcoming events include noted include
Youth Girl Group performance on 29th August, Cliffe Woods Driveway Sale on 25th September
and Beatles tribute act in October.
187.3 Cliffe Memorial Hall (Clir J Darwell)
Clir Darwell noted that kitchen is being refitted and is expected to be completed in time for music
festival on 30th August.
187.4 Brett’s Liaison (Clirs. J Darwell, C Fribbins, K Kentell, R Letheren, S McDermid, J Wenban)
No report.
187.5 Rural Liaison Committee (Clir R Wyatt) No report.
187.6 Kent Association of Local Council (KALC) (Medway) (Clir K Kentell)
Clir Kentell reported attending the KALC presentation on Kent’s restructuring due to local
government reorganisation and provided a brief summary of the meeting.




188.

187.7 Patient Participation Group (Cliffe/Cliffe Woods/Higham/Wainscott) (Clirs S Fenney, S
McDermid

It was noted that no minutes from recent PPG meeting had been received by Clerk. Clir McDermid
to chase.

187.8 Events

Cliffe Bonfire Night: Clir Darwell noted that no date has been set for bonfire night. Clir Eyers
proposed that the parish council support Bonfire Night; seconded by Clir Wyatt and ALL
AGREED. ClIr Darwell also requested any volunteers willing to marshal at the event to please
come forward.

Cliffe Woods Pantomime: Clir Harper reported that all 120 tickets for the Pantomime have been
printed. The event will take place on Friday 19t December and tickets will be £5 per person
(children and adults). Thanks were expressed to Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council for
sponsoring the event.

Other Reports — to be handed to the Clerk for next meeting 18/9/2025 at Emmanuel Centre, Cliffe
Woods.

Meeting closed at 9.20pm



