Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council
17 Graveney Close, Cliffe Woods, Rochester, Kent ME3 8LB

@ 01634 566166
‘B clerk@cliffeandcliffewoods-pc.gov.uk

Mrs Alex Jack, Clerk/PO, Mrs Helen Symmons, Clerk/RFO
and Miss Sarah O’'Donoghue, Assistant Clerk

Minutes of the meeting of Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council held on Thursday 18" September
2025, 7.30 pm at the Emmanuel Centre, Cliffe Woods ME3 8HX

PC MINUTES
Councillors present: Barry Dibble (Chair), Robert Wyatt (Vice Chair), Joan Darwell, Chris Fribbins,
Fred Harper, Sue McDermid, Vivienne Walton, Jim Wenban
Council staff present: Alex Jack, Clerk/PO
189 Apologies for Absence

Clirs. D Bishop, P Clements, F Eyers, K Kentell, R Letheren sent apologies. Reasons for
absence were given and it was proposed by Clir B Dibble, seconded by ClIr R Wyatt that
apologies be accepted, all agreed.

190 Declarations of Interest
Clirs. C Fribbins, V Walton — Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Community Trust
Clir J Darwell — Cliffe Memorial Hall
Clirs. C Fribbins, F Harper, S McDermid, V Walton — Cliffe Wood Community Association

191 Co-option — Currently three vacancies; two for Cliffe Woods Ward, one for Cliffe Village
Ward - No applications.

Public Participation
No members of the public attended.

192 Approval of Minutes of Meeting held on 21/08/2025
Proposed by Clir R Wyatt, seconded by Clir J Wenban, 7 in favour, 2 abstentions, carried.
193 Report: Clerks

a) KALC Community Award Scheme 2026 has opened and Clirs. were asked if they would
like to adopt, as in previous years. Proposed by Clir C Fribbins, seconded by Clir V
Walton, all agreed.

b) wHoo Cares lectern noticeboard was damaged and the Parish Council were asked if they
could contribute to the repair costs. Following discussion, it was proposed by Clir C
Fribbins, seconded by Clir F Harper, that the Parish Council would repair and reinstall. All
agreed. Ownership of the board for ongoing maintenance and insurance cover would
need to be established.

194 Report: Chair (Clir B Dibble)
No report.
195 Report: Finance & General Purposes (Clir R Wyatt)

The F&GP committee met on 09/09/2025 at St Helen’s House, Cliffe.
a) Recommendations to full Council:

i) Bank Reconciliation for July 2025, proposed ClIr R Wyatt. seconded Clir J Wenban, all
agreed.

i) Receipts and Payments for August 2025, proposed Clir R Wyatt, seconded Clir B
Dibble, all agreed.

iii) Quote for replacement noticeboard at The Buttway, Cliffe, proposed Clir R Wyatt,
seconded Clir J Wenban to accept quote from The Octopus Foundation for £500, all
agreed. The Clerk advised Brett Landscapes and Aggregates had kindly donated
£500.
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iv) Review of pitch fees for 2026/27
Following discussions, it was proposed by Clir B Dibble, seconded by Clir R Wyatt that
fees for both clubs be increased by 5%, all agreed. Due to high and increased utility
bills at the changing rooms, the heaters would be isolated as not required, and a
benchmark set for current water usage.
v) Review of allotment fees for 2026/27
1) Following discussions, no increase in fees was proposed by Clir R Wyatt,
seconded by ClIr S McDermid, 4 in favour, 4 against, tied vote, not carried. A
counter proposal to increase fees by 4.5% in line with inflation by Clir J Wenban,
seconded by ClIr F Harper, all agreed.

2) Changes to allotment rents invoice dates (usually sent out end March). The RFO
recommended invoices go out mid-February enabling all rents paid and accounted
for in the financial year they are invoiced, proposed Clir R Wyatt, seconded Clir B
Dibble, all agreed.

vi) Quote for electricity timer switches in Changing Rooms, Cliffe
Clir R Wyatt received a quote from RGP Electrical Ltd for switches and a replacement
light in the football container for £520, Following receipt of a written quote, it was
proposed by ClIr R Wyatt, seconded by Clir C Fribbins to accept, 5 in favour, 3
abstentions, carried.

Other items of note (no decisions required):

i) The Clerk advised the allotments water leakage claim was rejected by Southern Water
as it was not sewage water. Clirs requested further clarification and the Clerk would
contact them again.

i) Budget preparation for 2026/27 is underway, noted.

iii) Working Party to be set up to advise on Cliffe Woods Car Park Resurfacing Project
(see item 197), noted.

iv) Insurance renewal for 2026/27 with Zurich, noted.

Report: Planning Committee (Clir C Fribbins)

The planning committee meeting on 28/08/2025 was cancelled and the meeting planned for 25/9
would also be cancelled, both due to no applications to review. Clir Fribbins gave a verbal
overview on the applications and issues below.

196.1 Applications received

a)

b)

MC/25/1347 - 8 New Road Cliffe ME3 7SL - Construction of a single story extension to
side incorporating existing with dormers to rear/front to form a habitable loft space to be
used as an annexe has been approved.

MC/25/1724 - Hollyoaks Buttway Lane Cliffe ME3 7QP - Construction of a replacement
single storey rear extension with associated internal alterations and changes to
fenestration, demolition of existing conservatory. Construction of a single storey annexe
and external store with associated landscaping - no comments required.

196.2 Ongoing developments/issues

a)

b)

Trenport — 250 dwellings, Land to the East & West of Church St, Cliffe — No meeting
arranged, nothing further.

$106 Sporting facilities in Cliffe Woods — Awaiting response from Medway Council re
decision on how funding to be used following Parish Council suggestion of MUGA and
refurbished changing rooms on recreation ground. Officers plan to attend the 16/10/2025
Parish Council meeting to discuss further.

Redrow 1 — Onsite meeting held with Parish Councillors to discuss site access and tree
issues. Statements to be received from Redrow for website so residents can receive
advance information in the future.

Redrow 2 — Development approved by Medway Council. No further information.
Esquire 1 — Woodlands, Town Rd, Cliffe Woods — Tree management has now started.
Esquire 2 — 68 homes, Land South of View Rd, Cliffe Woods — New access has been
created.

Esquire 3 — 25 homes, Land off View Rd, Cliffe Woods — Nothing further.
Neighbourhood Plan — Effectiveness of the Plan was tested on a major application which
is Trenport and Medway did not apply all the NP policies. Nothing further.

Homes England proposal for former Chattenden Barracks - Pre planning consultation
exhibition held 26/2 attended by Planning Chair. Agreed to monitor development. Further
online consultation planned.
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i) Medway Local Plan 2041 — Reg. 19 Consultation. There did not appear to be any new
development proposed (later checks identified new site erroneously described as SR4 150
dwellings North Little Church Rd, west of Town Rd, Cliffe Woods. Land ‘extends’ Redrow
site up to Lillechurch Rd).

k) One way system between Cliffe and Cliffe Woods and Higham, this is a Gravesham
proposal to introduce one-way system around Higham and Cliffe Woods (Gore Green Rd
towards Higham only and Lower Rochester Rd away from Higham to B2000/Town Rd). It
is linked to an expansion of activities at Hoo Junction/Canal Rd. No formal consultation
with the parish, no further details or comments raised, to be monitored.

) SGN gas works and Town Rd closure — works postponed, awaiting new date. Itis
anticipated future works to be offline on the verge and no road closure required.

m) Development site at bottom of B2000/Lower Rochester Rd (Frindsbuy Extra Parish)
The outline/access only application has now been submitted. The views of the Parish
Council are known - the highways impact on the A289 Wainscott Bypass (from and to
London) exacerbate an already heavily congested junction in the morning and evening
peak as well as Hollywood Lane/Brompton Farm Rd and especially the Four EIms
Roundabout (primary access for our residents to the Hoo Peninsula and Medway Tunnel).

Cliffe Woods Car Park Resurfacing Project
a) The Chair advised on the requirement for a Working Party to be set up for the Project. An
invitation would be sent out for volunteers from within the Parish Council and residents.
b) Terms of Reference, with one amendment to proposed finances, proposed Clir C Fribbins,
seconded Clir B Dibble, all agreed.

Report: Council Assets — includes Allotments, Play Areas, Changing Rooms, Bus Shelter, Car
Park and Buttway (Clirs. P Clements, R Wyatt, Clerk/PO, Assistant Clerk)
Clir R Wyatt has refurbished the Bus Shelter and the Chair expressed his thanks.

Report: Other Committees/Panel

Footpaths and Common Land (Clir R Wyatt)

A resident reported RS118 had been deliberately blocked, this was reported to Stacey McGregor
at Medway Council who is dealing with the issue.

Personnel Panel (ClIrs. V Walton, J Wenban, R Wyatt)

No report.

Social and Digital Media (Clirs. D Bishop, C Fribbins, Assistant Clerk)

The Clerk advised she will be attending the webinar on Website Accessibility in October.

Report: Other Bodies

Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Community Trust (Clirs. D Bishop. C Fribbins, K Kentell, V Walton)

It was reported that the Trust have sold the land next to the Esquire 1 site to the nursery who are
now managing the trees and plan to use the space creatively for the enjoyment of the children.
Further discussions were being held to decide how best to distribute their funds within the terms
of the Trust.

Cliffe Woods Community Association (Clir V Walton)

It was reported that tickets for the Christmas pantomime are selling well, new chairs have been
purchased and an acoustics issue to be overcome. They will also be managing this year’s Santa
Parade.

Cliffe Memorial Hall (Clir J Darwell)

It was reported the kitchen refurbishment has been successfully completed as well as outside
works for storage and refuse bins and a Party Night arranged. A Fun Day was being organised
for 28/6/2026 and use of the Cliffe Recreation Ground requested.

Brett’s Liaison (ClIrs. J Darwell, C Fribbins, K Kentell, R Letheren, S McDermid, J Wenban)

No report.

Rural Liaison Committee (Clir R Wyatt)

It was reported that Clirs had attended the open meeting on 16/9. Main focus was on local
government reorganisation and devolution as well as consultation from KFRS re proposed rural
plan and changes to water rescue. Presentation slides have been distributed to Clirs.

Kent Association of Local Council (KALC) (Medway) (ClIr K Kentell) — next meeting is October.
Patient Participation Group (Cliffe/Cliffe Woods/Higham/Wainscott) (Clir S McDermid)

It was reported that there had been a successful Memory Café drop-in on 17/9 and 17 people
attended.



200.8 Events
Clir Darwell advised the Fireworks event in Cliffe would be on 8/11, organised once again by
Cliffe Memorial Hall in association with the Parish Council. Volunteers for marshalling duties

would be appreciated.
201 Other Reports — to be handed to the Clerk for next meeting 16/10/2025 at Emmanuel Centre,

Cliffe Woods.

Alex Jack, Clerk/PO, 19/09/2025

Signed as a true record of proceedings:




