CLIFFE AND CLIFFE WOODS PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held Cliffe Woods Primary School  

Thursday 16 April 2009

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor K Kentell, took the chair 

NB: In the interests of space and in view of the large number of delegates present at the meeting, the various reports have been summarised below in “bullet point” form. If more detail is required,  please contact the Parish Clerk, Gavin Meeser, in the first instance: 

 clerk@cliffeandcliffewoods-pc.gov.uk
or  01634 222748

PARISH COUNCILLORS PRESENT 

Councillors K Kentell (Parish Chair), C Fribbins (Parish Vice Chair),  L Bush, D Cunningham,

J Darwell, J Keates, M Smith, L Wicks

The meeting opened at 7.30 pm.

NO

ITEM

1.0

NOTIFICATION

The notification of the meeting was read by the Parish Clerk, Mr G Meeser 

2.0

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Parish Councillors S Burns, T Copsey, G Moore and

J Wenban 

3.0

MINUTES OF LAST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 10/04/08

The minutes of the above meeting were approved as presented

4.0

MATTERS ARISING FROM 3.0 ABOVE

There were no matters arising

5.0

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

(Presented by Cllr Ken Kentell)

· Welcome to all present  

· Busy year for Parish Council 

· Departure of long standing member, Councillor Lesley Parker

· Four new councillors (Scott Burns, Lynne Bush, Debbie Cunningham, Melinda Smith)

· Several projects tackled during year, grants received, “match funding” to be sought in future

· Precept now raised to enable financial support to village halls

· Large amount of funds spent on extensive improvements to allotments

· Last year had Village Fayre on Buttway, to be repeated this year

· Two main projects to be tackled this year – replacement/refurbishment of play equipment and replacement of pavilion (see important note at end of these minutes)

· Parish Council looks to future with enthusiasm

· Thanks to Parish Councillors, Caretaker/Groundsman and Parish Clerk   

6.0

PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE REPORT

(Presented by Cllr Les Wicks)

· Brief outline given of income and expenditure for year ended 31st March 2008,

· highlighting various items of income and expenditure. (Accounts subject to audit). Copies available from Clerk on request

· Closing balances at end of 2009/10 likely to be considerably less than at 2008/09 – Audit Commission has advised that balances (held for historic reasons) are excessive – considerable sums to be spent on various capital 
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and revenue projects during this coming year

· Parish Council looking towards replacing burnt-out pavilion using insurance monies (see important note at end of these minutes)

7.0

PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING REPORT

(Presented by Cllr Chris Fribbins)

· Major item has once again been amount of traffic alowed through villages

· Situation at former Conoco site (Thamesside Terminal) subject of planning enquiry (subsequently deferred)

· Liaison group established between Parish Council and Bretts

· Little land left for development within village boundaries – some concerns re certain granted planning permissions

· Parish Council is consulted on developments in Medway and Gravesham

· Major series of documents being prepared by Medway Council (Local Development framework)

· Close eye being kept on Chattenden (“Lodge Hill”) development, as very close to Cliffe Woods

8.0

PAROCHIAL CHARITIES REPORT

(Presented by Cllr Ken Kentell on behalf of Mr Paul Kingman, Clerk to the Trustees)

· Unaudited receipts and payments accounts for year ended 31/03/09 

· Two new trustees appointed this year

· Let Chair or Clerk of Trustees know if any local person or organisation might need help

9.0

REPORTS FROM OTHER BODIES (GIVEN BY REPRESENTATIVES)


9.1
B2000 Action Group: 

(Presented by Mr Roger Brown)

· Campaign for safer roads and proper HGV control, continues to be active

· Group has devoted its energy to lobbying groups which may be able to help improve B2000 safety

· Public meetings well supported, small “fighting fund” created from public donations

· Several fruitful meetings held with Medway Council officers

· Group has attended Bretts liaison committee meetings

· Group convinced that major problem is with overlarge vehicles travelling to/from Thamesside Terminal 

· Group expects itsview to be fully represented by local authority counsel at Planning Enquiry which was deferred to June 2009


9.2
Cliffe Bowls Club:

(Presented by Mr Bob Goodbody)

· Have strong membership, but aways welcome more local members 

· Now have three qualified bowls coaches – Mr Ken Kentell latest to qualify

· During outdoor season (April – September) approx 70 friendly matches played, plus approx 12 league matches and a number of various competition matches

· Last season finished second in league, and won five local competitions


9.3
Cerebral Palsy Care:

(Presented by Mr Martin Tyler)

· CPC now in its 20th year – continues to provide much needed support and care

· Only centre in Kent providing conductive education to help children born with Cerebral Palsy. 38 children currently receiving, plus six on waiting list

· Past year has seen many changes, culminating in “grand relaunch” in February
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· New modern image – new leaflets, new marketing material, new website and new name

· Several new trustees have joined board, plus new chairperson and new Voluntary General Manager

· Services provided are unchanged, but now over four-day week due to financial restrictions

· Life Skills Centre (open to persons 18+)  has five regular attendees

· Day Centre Group (open to elderly, plus disabled persons aged 30+) has 40 regular members . Provides opportunity to improve variety of skills

· Home Care Services department continues to provide wide range of services – over 100 clients using service every day

· Oveer 97% of carers trained to NVQ2 level, with 50% working towards NVQ3

· Highlights of past year – Sapphire Ball, 10k Race

· Youths spotted on CPC roof on at least one occasion – both security and personal safety risk

· Thanks for support from Parish Council and local residents

· Always looking for individuals, groups, organisations and companies to take part in or sponsor activiies/events


9.4
Cliffe Childrens Committee [CCC]:

(Presented by Parish Clerk on behalf of CCC)

· Voluntary group of parents of pre-school and primary school aged children  

· General aim is to support and act on behalf of young people in Cliffe

· Specific aim is to provide adequate safe play area by renovating and refurbishing current playpark park facilities 

· Works together with Parish Council and local community to maximise fundraising potential

· Visited St Helens CE Primary School at invitation of Headteacher, to discuss issues and consult with children for future projects

· 1st fundraising event in January was “Blues Night” attended by more than 100 people

· 2nd fundraising event (planned) Quiz Night on 08/05/09

· 3rd fundraising event (planned) Nostalgia Night on 25/07/09

· Grateful for continued support of Parish Council 


9.5
Cliffe Christian Mission:

(Presented by  Parish Clerk on behalf of Mr Simon Warwood)

· Continues to be part of local community – frequent joint activities with St Helens Church and Emmanuel Christian Fellowship

· During past year have operated a number of free car washes on Saturdays

· Sunday morning services and Sunday Schools continue to operate as previously

· Mid-week meetings very well attended – three evening Bible studies, monthly kids club and fortnightly mums and toddlers coffee morning

· Involved in “Kingsquad” clubs at Cliffe Woods Primary School and St Helens CE School

· Last year's highlight was “Narnia TV” -- holiday club during October half term when Mission turned into a TV studio

· “Jerusalem TV” run during Holy Week (similar to Narnia TV).


9.6 
ClifARA (Cliffe Woods Active Retirement Association):

(Presented by the Parish Clerk on behalf of Mrs Christine Asplin)

· Still an active and popular group – long waiting list – recent attendance of 142 people at monthly meeting

· Meetings held on 4th Wednesday of month – usually have a speaker

· Various activities: art, tai chi, short mat bowls, line dancing, photo group, computer tuition, monthly ramble (followed by pub lunch), ten pin bowling,
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badminton, bowls, coach outings, holidays

· Monthly meeting in community hall for coffee morning and film afternoon

· Annual candlelight dance was held in February


9.7
Cliffe Royals Football Club:

(Presented by Mr Paul Fenney)

· Consists of seven teams (age groups from Under Eights up to Men's)

· Successful season 

· Close to receiving FA Charter Standard

· New players always wanted

· Funding comes from players, parents and sponsors

· Current concerns – availability of APCM children's pitch + lack of washing facilities on Cliffe Recreation Ground 

· Lack of washing facilities a major drawback – information and commitment from Parish Council sought


9.8
Cliffe Woods Community Association:

(Presented by Mr Roger Brown)

· Past year very busy -- thanks to Management Committee, Community Centre staff, and and all volunteers

· Hall currently used by 15 community groups, and is hired to private individuals

· Cliffe Woods Social Club continues to lease bar area – about to be given new annual Occupational Licence

· Community Centre in daily use – implications for hall maintenance

· Successful in gaining some funding for aspects of hall refurbishment

· Thanks to Parish Council for attempts (so far unsuccessful) to obtain Rural Liaison Funds for installation of security fencing

· New annual grant from Parish Council is welcome development for future
· In process of preparing for kitchenette refurbishment with help from EoN rural community fund
· Grounds behind hall cleared of weeds and brambles with help from ClifARA
· May AGM will elect new committee 


9.9
Dickens Country Protection Society:

(Presented by Mr Chris Fribbins)

· Formed 1975 – area of benefit covers old Strood Rural District Council area

· Amenity society formed to help protect and enhance local environment

· Around 500 members throughout area

· Of particular interest to Cliffe and Cliffe Woods, because originally formed to fight proposal for oil refinery on Cliffe marshes (approved but never built)

· Main function of Society is to review all planning applications in area of benefit 

· Also involved in high-level strategic planning

· Was heavily involved in campaign against Cliffe Airport proposals

· Regular members' newsletter

· Barn dance arranged for 25/05/09 at Buckland Farm, Cliffe


9.10
Emmanuel Christian Centre:

(Presented by Mr Arthur Hall)

· Rod Langston retired as pastor on 31/08/08 – now engaged in work for Ebenezer Emergency Fund 

· Currently no plans to appoint new pastorwhilst present Eldership and newly appointed Trustees in charge

· Regular events: Sunday morning family service; Monthly “Happy Hour” (6-11 year olds); “Rock Solid” Thursdays (11-14 year olds); Open House for youth on Fridays; “KingsquadW forKey Stage 2 pupils at Cliffe Woods School after hours on Mondays

· Quarterly fun-days still popular, but lack of helpers has meant some restriction of facilities
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· Only a few problems since liaison with PCSOs – graffiti, broken windows and fence panes, vandalisation of memorial seat, litter

· Takes small group each year to Greenbelt Summer Camp and Detling Bible Week 


9.11 
Kent Fire and Rescue:

(Presented by Mr Nigel Williams)

· Quieter year than last – tribute to continued success of Community Fire Safety teams and visits to St Helens school and various playgroups

· Cliffe Fire Station currently served by crew of 13 operational firefighters, managed by Watch Manager and two Crew Managers

· 120 call-outs between 01/04/08 and 31/03/09 (41 within parish)

· Call-out incidents included: road traffic accidents; chimney and property fires; stolen vehicle fires; automatic fire alarms (false alarms); and someone who had fallen into a ship's hold at Kingsnorth Power Station

· Very recently taken delivery of new Digital Radio System and High Tech Mobilisation Data Terminal

· Hold on recruitment for foreseeable future – awaiting outcome of Working Time Directive

· Availability of appliance has been maintained at above target figure of 88%


9.12
Guides and Brownies:

(Presented by Mrs Dianne Foreman)

· Guiding District (Spendiff with Yantlett) has units in Cliffe, Cliffe Woods, Allhallows and Grain

· Brownie unit in Grain, Rainbows and Brownies in Allhallows. Guide unit has closed recently

· Units in Cliffe and Cliffe Woods still flouishing. Rainbow units full with waiting lists, and Brownies have 20 and 32 girls respectively

· Guides in Cliffe Woods full, but some spaces in Cliffe Guides. Those interested please contact Sarah Seath (District Commissioner) 0781 726 4795

· Past year busy – camps, holidays, fundraising

· Cliffe Woods Guides obtained grant for theatre trip and (from EoN) to purchase camcorder

· Going to Seaford (Sussex) in May to camp, and in July ten guides joining eight rangers to see Guides chalet in Switzerland

· 2010 is Guiding centenary – many events planned

· Thanks to Parish Council for continued support towards rent payments


9.13
Highcliffe Medical Practice:

(Presented by Parish Clerk on behalf of Mrs Isabel Meredith)

· Extended hours working well, with good appointments uptake

· QOF (Quality and Outcome Framework) points once again increased

· Dr Stone back from maternity leave

· Karen Thomas back as practice nurse after 3-year secondment

· Registrar Doctors Epstein and Towuju due to finish training end July – will be replaced by two new registrars

· Dr Bramail has joined Practice for four months' training

· Cheryl Hogan on maternity leave – due to return October 2009

· Former Marshlands Pharmacy room at Higham Surgery has been refurbished, and will be used as treatment room

· New treatment room at Cliffe now up and running

· New ideas on service improvements for patients, always welcome


9.14
Cliffe Memorial Hall:

(Presented by Mrs Mary Hooper)

· 2008/09 has been taxing year for management committee

· Improvement of facilities in Main Hall, refurbishment of whole kitchen
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· New crockery and tableclothes purchased

· New industrial dishwasher ordered – due for installation shortly

· Thanks to the management committee, Parish Council, and Medway Councillors Mason, Wicks and Hicks

· In process of having gardens maintained

· Next project is replacement of windows in both halls

· Parish Council financial assistance (due to start this year) means that incentives can be offered to local groups


9.15
Kent Police:

(Presented by PS Toni Roullier and PC John Fallon)

· Current ward priorities: Cliffe Woods Car Park and surrounding areas (nuisance by youths and speeding cars); B2000; Bus stop in Cliffe (litter)

· Visits by PC Fallon/PCSO Fill during year: Buckland Fishing Project; Play Schools; Youth clubs/Scouts/Cubs; funfair/country fairs; Police Liaison Meetings; Police surgeries 

· Changing rooms at Cliffe Woods Rec repainted by police

· Op Cubit (seizure of untaxed motor vehicles) is ongoing

· Various motor vehicles ticketed because no vehicle excise licence

· Op Unworthy (Joint operation between police and Environmental Officers from Medway Council over one week) a great success. Result: 2 arrests; 24 intelligence reports; 11 fixed penalty notices; 10 non-endorsable fixed penalty notices; 9 tickets issues for production of driving documents; 11 traffic processes; 2 drugs seizures; 4 stop forms; 2 Section 59 warnings (nuisance motorcycles); 6 vehicles seized; 13 environmental tickets issued (£300 fines); 2 postive breath tests; 56 negative breath tests 

· Road checks carried out on 23/07/08, 20/08/09, 03/03/09 and 09/04/09 – Parish Clerk has results (please ask if you would like to see them) – impractical to publish full list in this document

· Antisocial behaviour is down by 60 crimes – people are contacting police more


9.16
RSPB:

(Presented by M(r)s Sarah Cooper)

· Major project in creating new Salt Lane entrance  footpath and car park (Cliffe Pools) – funded by Seeda – due completion late May 2009

· Large amount of clay received from AMEC – planning permission for storage received

· New North Kent Communications Officer started work 01/04/09

· Successful events this year included Cliffe Open and Safari Days

· Work done on reserve: removing scrub from savannah and vegetation from dog-leg causeway; erecting new stock fencing on svannah; topping sea aster on Black Barn pools

· Still investigating why Black Barn Pools lose water – looking at different ways of flooding them at appropriate season

· Not able to take up £1.7million lottery Heritage Fund grant allocated for reserve's development, due to not finding necessary match funding

· Large wader flocks seen at Cliffe Pools this winter

· Over next six months will be landscaping new road and car park, and also installing benches and new signage. Grant for this work received from Douglas Glanfield Memorial Trust

· Safari Day to be held again on 05 August

· In July volunteers from Goldman Sachs will be cleaning litter on Cliffe Creek

· Subject to necessary funding being found, hope over next two years to upgrade /extend trail network and improve viewpoints

· Depths of pools need to be decreased and more beaches/islands created for benefit of waders. River dredgings from Shellhaven originally earmarked for
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· these tasks, but recent uncertainties around new port have resulted in an uncertain timescale

· Public enquiry on Thamesside Terminal reconvened for 09/06/09. RSPB will give evidence on behalf of Medway Council 


9.17
St Helens Church 

(Presented by Rev Edward Wright)

· Thanks to Parish Council for grant towards churchyard grasscutting

· Charnel House restoration (with new pathway and grassed area) successfully completed 

· Weekly table tennis for young people very well attended recently – meeting for young people has now started on first Sunday of each month

· “Open House” gathering on Tuesday mornings continues to go well

· Two Sunday services outside on Buttway last summer – thanks to Parish Council 

· Church continues to be open every 1st and 3rd Saturday (8am to 6pm)

· A number of midweek groups running successfully (including one catering for mothers with young children)

· Youth worker employed at Hundred of Hoo school continues to do good work

· Former teacher of St Helens School (Olive Creber) donated lightweight staging – so more concerts can take place in church this year (two scheduled for 16 May and 20 June)

· Art Exhibition for local artists planned for 17-19 July, coinciding with Village Fayre

· Next project is to install digital projector and screen – significant grant received towards this


9.18
Scouts (2nd Cliffe Group):

(Presented by Mr Dave Clark)

· Group has grown in size and activities over past year

· Leadership team has increased in size for second consecutive year

· Beavers have been very active this year – large waiting list. Overnight “sleeps” on five separate occasions

· Cubs: have offered total of 26 nights of away-from-home camping, including week-long summer camp, father & scout camp, five nights in Bristol, walking throughout the night; weekend camps, caving experience 

· Cubs work towards gaining many badges

· Scouts the most active section

· Scout activities: October, summer and February camps; 1st Aid weekend; Climbers weekend; shooting competition; chef weekend; Chief Scout Challenge awards; quiz, hiking challenges; caving experience 

· Oldest members are explorers. Activities included trip to synagogue; expedition hikes; weekend camps; quiz; challenge nights; Christmas meal; cooking; sport nights; working towards gaining Scouting qualifications

· Many Explorers offer time to help other sections as young leadership

· Fundraising difficult in times of financial turmoil. Quiz and race nights organised

· Committee has been working hard to keep building and ageing minibus in good condition

· Currently looking for funding (in excess of £600) to purchase archery equipment and provide safe area for practice 


9.19 
Cliffe Swingers (formerly Extend)

(presented by Mrs Maggie Lipscombe)

· New Tuesday evening exercise group – developed from former Extend group

· Format of meeting has changed – now social as well as exercise meeting. First 15 minutes chat/news/views, followed by gentle stretching/bending
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 exercises to music, and tea and cakes to finish 

· Raffle of items donated by members – when £50 attained, donation made to chosen charity (past beneficiaries have included Motor Neurone Disease Society, Cerebral Palsy Care, Cancer Research, St Helens Church, Multiple Schlerosis Society)

· Equipment used: hoops, soft balls, large foam dice, batons and ribbons, theraband (strong wide elastic band). All designed to improve movement and co-ordination, and strengthen muscles

· At Christmas, Exercise Group joins with Craft Group for the Disabled to enjoy Christmas lunch at a suitable venue


9.20
Cliffe Woods Parish Youth Club:

(presented by M(r)s Janet Taylor)

· Meets on 1st and last Friday evening of month

· Decline in membership numbers over past year, but recent grant from Kent Community Foundation Grassroots will hopefully help to increase membership numbers

· Grant has enabled purhase of new equipment including new snooker/pool table, air hockey and table top football table; game console equipment

· If membership numbers increase, eligible to apply for more funding from same source

· Leaflet created advertising youth club and its activities – distribution around local community (including radio publicity) planned 

· Lack of volunteer helpers is continuing problem – club's opening times have had to be reduced - appeal for help


9.21
Medway Council Detached Youth Worker

(Presented by M(r)s Lindsay Hartney)

· Have supported young people with college and job applications, offered range of advice on various matters, directed young people to other services when needed, supported young people to apply for funds to provide facilities

· Last summer five-week project once a week for duration of summer holidays offering sports and arts activities. 

· Due to extra funding by Parish Council was able to offer workshops in music, dance and circus skills

· Young people from Cliffe Woods took part in art project on Cliffe Woods Rec shelter. Eight young people obtained AQA unit examination certificate in community art

· Young people from Cliffe successful in applying for funding for music project – writing lyrics, designing CD cover and recording tracks

· Young people from Cliffe also successful in obtaining funding to refresh artwork in Cliffe shelter – work hopefully to commence soon

· Cyber Babies purchased. Youth Worker is running ongoing project for young people to complete AQA in newborn care after taking part in training session

· Provided Charlton Football Coaching for ten weeks on Cliffe Woods Recreation Ground – will be offered again this year

· Youth Worker runs football project on Astro turf at Hundred of Hoo School once a week. Some young people from this parish have taken part 

· Continues to carry out weekly detached sessions in both Cliffe and Cliffe Woods


9.22
The Parks Medical Practice

(Presented by Parish Clerk on behalf of Mrs Monica Ewart)

· Quality and Outcome Framework year ended 31 March – hoping for maximum clinical points again this year – results due end June

· Touch-screen checking-in systems for patients installed at each surgery

· Dr Jogi joined Practice on temporary basis in February – is working three days 
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· a week between the two sites

· Putting finishing touches to new admin offices in portacabin at Cliffe Woods

· Moving admin staff to new location has enabled provision of extra consulting room within surgery building

10.0

ANY OTHER BUSINESS



There were no items under this section

The meeting closed at 9.50 pm.

Gm 20/05/2009

IMPORTANT NOTE – SPORTS PAVILION 

It was reported in items 5.0 and 6.0 above that the Parish Council is looking towards replacing the former burnt-out sports pavilion during the forthcoming year. This is unfortunately not the case. The pavilion burnt down some years ago and various attempts to address the matter of its replacement have, for various reasons, not managed to get off the ground. 

The Parish Council is not permitted to hold on to the relevant insurance monies indefinitely (an enquiry in this regard has been raised by the Audit Commission for two years in succession) but it is acceptable for these monies to be used for other capital projects. Around £13,500 was duly spent during 2008/09 to fence the Council's allotment plots, and much of the remaining funds have been earmarked for other capital projects in 2009/10 (the chief one being the upgrading of children's play facilities).

We regret any confusion caused by the information given at the meeting.

Gavin Meeser

Parish Clerk/Finance Officer

May 2009 

_
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